54            TURKEY AT            STRAITS
The Treaty of London left the Straits closed as under
the treaties of 1841 and 1856, but enlarged the Sultan's
power to open them to friendly Governments If he thought
it necessary in order to preserve the unrevoked articles of
iSjd.18 On the other hand, Russia could have its fleets
on the Black Sea, which was no longer neutralized. Prohibi-
tions were removed at both the Straits and on the Black Sea.
18 It will be recalled that from 1841 the Sultan had been prohibited
allowing ships of war in time of peace.